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Description automatically generated with low confidence]Divine Hope Reformed Bible Seminary
OT 106 OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY: Revived Kingdom
(Ezra – Malachi, with related prophets)
[bookmark: _Hlk69219886][bookmark: _Hlk69219628]History: Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah
Prophets: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Psalms 73-150


Professor Ken Anema
Class Time: 
Class Dates:
[bookmark: _Hlk90275767]Course Description
[bookmark: _Hlk535217018]Old Testament history is history with a message. This course will give attention to the historical events of the Bible and their circumstances beginning with the decree of Cyrus which allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. This period ends with the history of the Greeks and the Romans as suggested in the dreams and visions from the book of Daniel.  These events and writings will be presented from the perspective of God’s unfolding plan of salvation in the history of the Old Testament people and times. Therefore, this course will focus especially on Psalm 78:1–8 (ESV) 
1Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; 
	incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 
2I will open my mouth in a parable; 
I will utter dark sayings from of old, 
	3things that we have heard and known, 
	that our fathers have told us. 
4We will not hide them from their children, 
	but tell to the coming generation 
		the glorious deeds of the LORD, 
		and his might, 
		and the wonders that he has done. 
5He established a testimony in Jacob 
	and appointed a law in Israel, 
	which he commanded our fathers 
		to teach to their children, 
	6that the next generation might know them, 
		the children yet unborn, 
	and arise and tell them to their children, 
7so that they should set their hope in God 
	and not forget the works of God, 
	but keep his commandments; 
8and that they should not be like their fathers, 
	a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
	a generation whose heart was not steadfast, 
	whose spirit was not faithful to God. 
 

· Cyrus and the Persian Empire
· Zerubbabel’s temple
· Preaching of Haggai and Zechariah
· Queen Esther’s rise to prominence
· Ezra’s reformation of the people
· Nehemiah’s construction of Jerusalem’s walls
· Psalms book 3 (73-89), book 4 (90-106), and book 5 (107-150)
· Development of the Greek empire
· Birth of the Roman empire
· [bookmark: _Hlk50365799]Fulfillment of some of Daniel’s Dreams and visions
Purpose
The purpose of this course is to know God for who He is, what He has done, and what He continues to do, so that we might put our hope in Him. God chooses to make Himself known through the historical events of the Old Testament. 
1. Therefore, the purpose of this course is to get to know God through His praiseworthy acts, His strength, and the wonderful works that He has performed (Psalm 78:4).
2. By knowing God we will be equipped to inform the next generations (Psalm 78:4).
3. By studying God’s words, works, and character …
a. We develop confidence in God (Psalm 78:7a; Rom. 15:4).
b. It keeps us from forgetting the works of God (Ps. 78:7b).
c. It leads us to keeping God’s commandments (Ps. 78:7c).
Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course the student should be able:
1. To write a basic outline of 2Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Psalms 73-150.
2. To place key events of this period into their chronological order.
a. To identify the three waves of return to the Promise Land.
b. To know how the events of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther interconnect.
c. To connect prominent prophets to their particular period.
3. To name key turning points for advances in the progress of God’s plan of salvation during this period of history. This will include prominent people and events.
4. To summarize the theological message of 2Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Psalms 73-150.
5. To locate key geographical features related to this period of history and explain their significance (such as cities, regions, lakes, rivers, mountains, etc.).
6. To value the progress of God’s plan of salvation in this period of history.
7. To identify Jesus of Nazareth as the promised Messiah (Acts 18:28), who was humbled by His sufferings and glorified in His resurrection from the dead (Luke 24:25-26, 44-47; Acts 17:2-3; 26:22-23; John 5:38-47; 1Corinthians 15:3-4; 2Corinthians 3:14; 1Peter 1:10-12).
8. To apply Old Testament narratives to their personal lives in today’s world.
9. To hope in God by identifying and articulating…
a. …what is appealing about who God is and the implications of trusting in him.
b. …what is repulsive about sin and its negative consequences.
Textbook
The Bible: particularly the books of 2Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Psalms 73-150. (Recommended versions: English Standard Version, King James Version, New King James Version, New American Standard Version. However, you may use a version of your choice.)
Anema, Ken Living God’s Story with JOY: A Steb-By-Step Guide to Read, Interpret, and Apply God’s Word. (self-published, 2025)
[bookmark: _Hlk50370486][bookmark: _Hlk50366235]Course Requirements
1. Weekly Quizzes = (13 quizzes x 4% each = 52% of total grade)
· You will read 2Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, Daniel, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Psalms 73-150 over the next 15 weeks. Quizzes will cover this material in preparation for the final test.
· These quizzes focus on people, places, events, and the order of events. Some questions focus on the relevance and significance for us today. 
2. Truth-teller Reports (5 reports x 6% each = 30% of total grade) 
· You will prepare five (5) reports on assigned chapters.
3. Final Test = 18% of final grade (You must pass the final test to pass the course.)


Schedule 
Your reading assignment for the week should be completed before coming to class.
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading assignments
	Reports

	1
	Jan 28
	Introduction to OT106v2
	
	

	2
	Feb 4
	Return from Exile: 
Rebuild Altar in Jerusalem
	2Chronicles 36:22-23
Ezra 1,3,4,
	

	3
	Feb 11
	Rebuild Temple in Jerusalem
	Ezra 5-6
Haggai 1-2
	

	4
	Feb 18
	Zechariah’s Visions
	Zechariah 1-6 (7-14)
	

	5
	Feb 25
	Esther among the 
Medes & Persians
	Esther 1-10
	Report #1 due

	6
	Mar 4
	Ezra’s return from Exile:
Reform the people
	Ezra 7-10
	

	7
	Mar 11
	Nehemiah’s return from Exile:
Rebuilding Jerusalem’s Walls
	Nehemiah 1-7
	

	8
	Mar 18 
	Reformation of the People
	Nehemiah 8-13
	Report #2 due

	
	Mar 25
	READING BREAK
	NO CLASS
	

	9
	Apr 1
	Malachi: The Last Prophet
	Malachi 1-4
	Report #3 due

	10
	Apr 8
	The Agony of Yahweh’s Kingdom: Where is Steadfast Love?
	Psalms Book 3 (73-89)
	

	11
	Apr 15
	The LORD of God’s Kingdom
	Psalms Book 4 (90-106)
	

	12
	Apr 22
	Majesty of the Kingdom: 
Rescued & Redeemed
	Psalms Book 5 (107-119)
	Report #4 due

	 13
	Apr 29
	Majesty of the Kingdom: 
The Way Back Home
	Psalms Book 5 (120-137)
	

	14
	May 6
	Majesty of the Kingdom: 
The Destination:
Home with God and His People
	Psalms Book 5 (138-150)
	

	15
	May 13
	Daniel: Medes & Persians
	Daniel 5-8
	Report #5 due

	16
	May 20 
	Daniel: Greeks & Romans
	Intertestamental Period
Daniel 9-12
	

	17
	May 27
	
	
	Final Test





	


	Name
	Report #1
	Report #2
	Report #3
	Report #4
	Report #5

	1. 
	
	Ezra 1
	Daniel 5
	Psalm 90
	Psalm 138
	Psalm 124

	2. 
	
	Ezra 3
	Daniel 6
	Psalm 91
	Psalm 139
	Psalm 125

	3. 
	
	Ezra 4
	Esther 1
	Psalm 92
	Psalm 140
	Psalm 126

	4. 
	
	Ezra 5
	Esther 2
	Psalm 93
	Psalm 141
	Psalm 127

	5. 
	
	Ezra 6
	Esther 3
	Psalm 94
	Psalm 142
	Psalm 128

	6. 
	
	Ezra 7
	Esther 4
	Psalm 95
	Psalm 143
	Psalm 129

	7. 
	
	Ezra 8
	Esther 5
	Psalm 96
	Psalm 144
	Psalm 130

	8. 
	
	Ezra 9
	Esther 6
	Psalm 97
	Psalm 145
	Psalm 132

	9. 
	
	Ezra 10
	Esther 7
	Psalm 98
	Psalm 146
	Psalm 133-134

	10. 
	
	Nehemiah 1
	Esther 8
	Psalm 99
	Psalm 147
	Psalm 135

	11. 
	
	Nehemiah 2
	Esther 9
	Psalm 100
	Psalm 148
	Psalm 136

	12. 
	
	Nehemiah 3
	Ezra 1
	Psalm 101
	Psalm 149
	Psalm 137

	13. 
	
	Nehemiah 4
	Ezra 3
	Psalm 102
	Psalm 90
	Psalm 138

	14. 
	
	Nehemiah 5
	Ezra 4
	Psalm 103
	Psalm 91
	Psalm 139

	15. 
	
	Nehemiah 6:1—7:4
	Ezra 5
	Psalm 104
	Psalm 92
	Psalm 140

	16. 
	
	*Nehemiah 7
	Ezra 6
	Psalm 105
	Psalm 93
	Psalm 141

	17. 
	
	Nehemiah 8
	Ezra 7
	Psalm 106
	Psalm 94
	Psalm 142

	18. 
	
	Nehemiah 9
	Ezra 8
	Psalm 107
	Psalm 95
	Psalm 143

	19. 
	
	Nehemiah 10
	Ezra 9
	Psalm 108
	Psalm 96
	Psalm 144

	20. 
	
	*Nehemiah 11
	Ezra 10
	Psalm 109
	Psalm 97
	Psalm 145

	21. 
	
	Nehemiah 12
	Nehemiah 1
	Psalm 110
	Psalm 98
	Psalm 146

	22. 
	
	Nehemiah 13
	Nehemiah 2
	Psalm 111
	Psalm 99
	Psalm 147

	23. 
	
	Esther 1
	Nehemiah 3
	Psalm 112
	Psalm 100
	Psalm 148

	24. 
	
	Esther 2
	Nehemiah 4
	Psalm 113
	Psalm 101
	Psalm 149

	25. 
	
	Esther 3
	Nehemiah 5
	Psalm 114
	Psalm 102
	Psalm 90

	26. 
	
	Esther 4
	Nehemiah 6:1—7:4
	Psalm 115
	Psalm 103
	Psalm 91

	27. 
	
	Esther 5
	Nehemiah 8
	Psalm 116
	Psalm 104
	Psalm 92

	28. 
	
	Esther 6
	Nehemiah 9
	Psalm 118
	Psalm 105
	Psalm 93

	29. 
	
	Esther 7
	Nehemiah 10
	Psalm 120
	Psalm 106
	Psalm 94

	30. 
	
	Esther 8
	Nehemiah 12
	Psalm 121
	Psalm 107
	Psalm 95

	31. 
	
	Esther 9
	Nehemiah 13
	Psalm 122
	Psalm 108
	Psalm 96

	32. 
	
	Daniel 5
	Esther 1
	Psalm 123
	Psalm 109
	Psalm 97

	33. 
	
	Daniel 6
	Esther 2
	Psalm 124
	Psalm 110
	Psalm 98

	34. 
	
	Nehemiah 1
	Esther 3
	Psalm 125
	Psalm 111
	Psalm 99

	35. 
	
	Nehemiah 2
	Esther 4
	Psalm 126
	Psalm 112
	Psalm 100

	36. 
	
	Nehemiah 3
	Esther 5
	Psalm 127
	Psalm 113
	Psalm 101

	37. 
	
	Nehemiah 4
	Esther 6
	Psalm 128
	Psalm 114
	Psalm 102

	38. 
	
	Nehemiah 5
	Esther 7
	Psalm 129
	Psalm 115
	Psalm 103

	39. 
	
	Nehemiah 6:1—7:4
	Esther 8
	Psalm 130
	Psalm 116
	Psalm 104

	40. 
	
	Nehemiah 8
	Esther 9
	Psalm 132
	Psalm 118
	Psalm 105

	41. 
	
	Nehemiah 9
	Ezra 1
	Psalm 133-134
	Psalm 120
	Psalm 106

	42. 
	
	Nehemiah 10
	Ezra 3
	Psalm 135
	Psalm 121
	Psalm 107

	43. 
	
	Nehemiah 12
	Ezra 4
	Psalm 136
	Psalm 122
	Psalm 108

	44. 
	
	Nehemiah 13
	Ezra 5
	Psalm 137
	Psalm 123
	Psalm 109
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