CH 102: Reformation Church History Syllabus (Spring 2024)
Professor: Nathan Brummel

Class Day: Wednesday mornings or afternoons.
Class Time: 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. –2:00 p.m.
Course Description: In this course we will study the history and theology of the great Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. The class will begin by learning about the need for reform in the medieval church. Then the student will learn about the pre-reformers John Wycliffe and John Huss.  The student will learn about how God triggered the Reformation through the ministry of Martin Luther, an Augustinian friar in Wittenberg, Germany. We will study how God reformed His church by leading the Protestant reformers back to New Testament Christianity and the gospel. The church rediscovered the biblical doctrines of the authority of Scripture and justification by faith alone. The student will learn about the five “solas” of the Reformation which are five core doctrines of Protestantism. The student will look how God used the leading reformers like Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin to reform his church. We will also study the lesser reformers among both the Lutherans and the Reformed. We will explore the Lutheran reformation that affected Germany and the Scandinavian countries and then the Reformed reformation that impacted Switzerland, southern Germany, the Netherlands, Poland, Transylvania, France, Scotland, and England. The student will learn about the doctrinal issues that led to the formation of the Protestant churches.
Goal: The goal is for the student to become familiar with the history and theology of both the Lutheran and Reformed reformations. 
Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:
1. Share with others what some of the most significant events connected to the Protestant Reformation were and the significance of the 16th century Reformation.
2. Be familiar with the life and ministry of Martin Luther and Philip Melanchthon.
3. Be familiar with the life and ministry of Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin, William Farel, and Pierre Viret.
4. Understand the five solas of the Reformation.
5. Be familiar with the condition of the church in the Middle Ages that led to the need for reform.
6. Be aware of the Augustinian revival that led to the clear teaching of the doctrines of grace at the heart of which is the sovereign grace of God in election.
Textbooks:
God Reforming His Church: The Great Protestant Reformation of the Sixteenth Century by Nathan Brummel.
The Solas of the Reformation: The Core Doctrines of Protestantism by Nathan Brummel.
Book Report
Each student will be assigned to read either a biograph of Martin Luther or John Calvin. The student will write one nice paragraph in complete sentences about the content of each chapter in the biography—and turn them in together on an assigned date.
The student will be assigned one of the following biographies:
John Calvin: A Pilgrim’s Life by Herman Selderhuis
Martin Luther: The Man who Rediscovered God and Changed the World by Eric Metaxas
Calvin  by Bruce Gordon
Martin Luther by John Dillenberger
John Calvin by William Bouwsma
Course Requirements:
Reading Assignments: Students will receive a reading schedule for the textbooks. The student must complete the reading of the chapter on the date listed on the schedule and answer the questions that are provided at the end of each chapter. The student must provide complete answers that are in complete sentences.
Quizzes: Will cover the assigned readings and the classroom lectures. I will give surprise quizzes on the assigned readings.
Two Exams: A Mid-Term and a Final Exam.
The student must complete all assignments (including those in the textbooks). Failure to complete assignments will result in an incomplete grade.
Graces
	Exams: 50 % of grade
	Book Report: 10 % of grade
	Quizzes: 20 % of grade
	Classroom Involvement in Discussions: 5 % of grade
	Textbook Assignments: 15% of grade
Assignment Schedule:
Read each chapter and answer the questions with complete answers in complete sentences. In other words, I expect long answers that show that you have interacted with the content of the chapter. Provide answers in your own words which show that you have thought through and understood the content. You may not quote my words. You must do your own work.
The Assignments are Due on the Date next to which they are Listed (for example, the student should show up on January 31 with chapters 1-3 completed).
				        God Reforming His Church       The Solas of the Reformation
January 24	First Day of Class
January 31					Chapters 1 & 2 & 3					
February 7					Chapters 4 & 5 & 6
February 14					Chapters 7 & 8 & 9		Chapter 1
February 21					Chapters 10 & 11		Chapter 2
February 28					Chapters 12 & 13 & 14		
March 6					Chapters 15 & 16 & 17	
March 13	Spring Break. No Class.	Chapters 18 & 19		Chapter 3
March 20	Mid-Term Exam		Chapters 20 & 21 & 22	
March 27					Chapters 23 & 24 & 25		
April 3						Chapters 26 & 27		Chapter 4		
April 10					Chapters 28 & 29 & 30 	 		
April 17	Book Report Due		Chapters 31 & 32		
April 24					Chapters 33 & 34
May 1						Chapters 35			Chapter 5
May 8						Chapters 36
May 15	Final Exam				
May 22	Alternate Final Exam Day if we need a Make-up Day

