Divine Hope Reformed Bible Seminary
GS 101. English Grammar for Theological Composition 
Syllabus
Summer 2023
Professor: Nathan Brummel

Class Day: Certain Tuesdays & Fridays throughout the summer
Class Time: 8:00 to 11:00 a.m. or 11:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Course Description: In this class the student will learn how to write sentences, paragraphs, answers to test questions, essays, and term papers. The student will work on grammar and write short pieces during the class period. The new pedagogical approach to the teaching of writing involves the teaching of both grammar and composition together. Therefore, this class will have two parts. First, the student will study and learn English grammar from Arlene Miller’s book “The Best Grammar Workbook Ever!” The student will learn how to write from the classic book “On Writing Well” by William Zinsser. The student will learn basic English grammar while also learning how to write nonfiction. The student will write short practice essays in class as well as other book reports and assigned essays. At times the students will work together in small groups of 2 people in the classroom. Gifted students will develop their teaching gifts by assisting students who are challenged by the material.
Goal: For the student to grow in his understanding of English grammar and his writing abilities so that he can successfully complete courses within the curriculum of Divine Hope Reformed Bible Seminary. If students do not know how to write good sentences or paragraphs, they will not prosper in the other seminary classes. If the student does not learn how to write essays or term papers, he will be unable to write research papers or complete essay assignments. As the student learns how to read, write, and think he will be able to prosper while taking tests, writing essays, and preparing term papers.
Upon successful completion of this course students should:
1. Understand basic English grammar including the use of nouns, adjectives, adverbs and verbs.
2. Having learned how to write a proper paragraph with a thesis sentence statement.
3. Be aware of rules of English syntax that are necessary for writing in proper English.
4. Be equipped to write about personal experiences.
5. Have learned how to edit and critique one’s own writings.
6. Have learned about the importance of writing well.
7. Have learned about the relationship between writing and learning.
8. Be familiar with correct sentence structure. 

Textbooks:
On Writing Well by William Zinsser
The Best Grammar Workbook Ever! by Arlene Miller

Course Requirements:
Quizzes: 50 % of grade
Essay Papers and Book Reports: 30 % of grade
Final Test: (20 % of grade)

The Grade Scale is:
A	97-100
A-	93-96
B+	90-92
B	87-89
B-	83-86
C+	80-82
C	77-79
C-	73-76
D+	70-72
D	67-69
D-	63-66
F	62 and under

A student must receive a grade of C or above to receive good time. 


