Divine Hope Reformed Bible Seminary
CH105 Canons of Dort/Doctrines of Grace (Spring 2025) 
Brett Mahlen M.Div., S.T.M., D.Min. 

Class Time: 7:00 – 9:30 a.m. or 11:00-1:30 Tuesdays 
Class Dates: January 21- May 13, 2025

Course Description
	 This class studies the history and doctrine of the Pauline-Petrine-Augustinian-Aquinan-Lutheran-Calvinistic doctrines of predestination, election, and foreordination as they reach their high point in the Synod of Dort, in 1618-1619. 
	This course will consider the doctrines from many angles, handle objections, ultimately landing on the beauty and comfort of these doctrines, which God revealed to the church for her edification. 

Goals of the Course
	Christianity is a religion (along with a worldview and a relationship with God) in which there are three great mysteries, 1) the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 2) the Incarnation of Jesus, fully divine and fully human, and 3) predestination and freewill. Other courses I teach deal with the first and second mysteries. This course seeks to leave the shallow end of the pool and dive deep into the third mystery, in order that God may enrich our heads (knowledge), our hearts (affections), and our hands (ability to help our neighbors). If the student is able to see what God teaches on this topic, it should lead him to doxology (praise) and amazement, at God’s amazing grace. 

Textbooks
· Major 
· The Golden Chain of Our Salvation by John Bouwers (TGCoOS)
· Grace So Amazing by Nathan Brummel (GSA)
· Canons of Dort 
· Minor
· Table Talk articles
· Calvinism in History from Reformed Doctrine of Predestination by Loraine Boettner 
· Handouts for Church History Videos
· Ecclesiastical Response, Augustine’s Views 
· Thomas Aquinas on Predestination 

Theme Verse for the Course
Romans 11:5: Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.

Course Requirements
1. Exam on the History of Predestination = 20%
2. The Golden Chain of Our Salvation bookwork = 20%
3. Grace So Amazing Quizzes = 20% of total grade
4. Memory Quizzes = 10% of total grade possible 
5. Final Exam = 30% of total grade

	Date
	Topics for the Day
	Cell/Dorm Work due this day

	January 21
	· Syllabus Day
· History of Pauline-Petrine-Augustinian Doctrine
· Godfrey, History of Christianity
	

	 January 28
	· Finish history
· Take exam at the end of class
	

	February 4
	· Election
· Total Depravity
	-TGCoOS 1
-GSA 1

	February 11
	· Reprobation 
	-TGCoOS 2 
-Memory: Ephesians 1:11

	February 18
	· Objections to the doctrine
· Advantages of the doctrine 
	-TGCoOS 3-5
-Memory: John 10:15, 27

	February 25
	· Satisfaction
· Unconditional Election 
	-TGCoOS 6-7
-GSA 2


	March 4
	· Satisfaction 
	-TGCoOS 8-9
-Memory: 2 Corinthians 5:21


	March 11
	· Root of the Problem
· Original Sin 
· Sovereign Decree of Reprobation
	-TGCoOS 10-11
-GSA 3


	March 18
	· Total Inability
· Practical Advantages
· Celebrating Election
	-TGCoOS 12-13
-GSA 5

	March 25
	· No class 
	

	April 1
	· Effectual Calling
· Christ’s People Will Be Willing
	-TGCoOS 14-15
-Memory: Romans 9:16

	April 8
	· Regeneration and Conversion
· Limited Atonment 
	-TGCoOS 16
-GSA 6

	April 15
	· Marks and Means
· Preservation and Perseverance 
	-TGCoOS 17-18
-Memory: Jeremiah 17:9

	April 22 

	· Falling Away? 
· Assurance 
· Irresistible Grace 
	-TGCoOS 19-20
-GSA 7


	April 29 
	· Persevering Christian Life 
· Perseverance of the Saints 
	-TGCoOS 21
-GSA 8 


	May 6
	· Makeup Day (just in case) 
	

	May 13
	· Final Exam
	


	
