Ancient & Medieval Church History 
Spring 2020 Syllabus
Professor: Nathan Brummel
Class Day: Monday and Tuesday mornings OR Monday and Tuesday afternoons 
Class Time: 8:00-11:00 a.m. or 11:30-2:15 p.m.
Course Description: This course studies two eras: Ancient Church History and Medieval Church History. In studying Ancient Church History, the students will study the Greek and Latin Fathers of the early church (c. 100-600 A.D.). Particular attention will be given to the early ecumenical councils, liturgical practices, church order, ancient heresies and heretics, and the remarkable rise of the church from persecuted sect to established religion. In studying Medieval Church History (c. 600-1500 A.D.), the students will study the development of the western church in Europe. The student will learn about the strengths and weaknesses of the medieval church. Particular attention will be given to the relationship of church and state; the tension between conciliarists and the papacy; the crusades; the spiritual, moral, and theological declension that occurred; and the rise of pre-reformers (Jan Hus & John Wycliffe).
Goal: For the student to become familiar with the history of the Christian church from the post-apostolic times until the Protestant Reformation.
Upon successful completion of this course students should be:
1. Familiar with the church fathers.
2. Aware of the development of the doctrines of the trinity and the deity of Christ.
3. To explain the issues surrounding the Pelagian controversy.
4. Familiar with how the church fathers expressed the doctrines of grace.
5. Aware of what occurred in the history of the church between the time of the apostles and the outbreak of the Protestant Reformation.
Textbooks: 
Pillars of Grace A.D. 100-1564: A Long Line of Godly Men Volume 2. by Steven J. Lawson
Confessions. by Augustine
Course Requirements:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Daily Assignments, Study Questions from Pillars of Grace, & quizzes on readings (30% of grade)
2 Tests, & 2 Exams (50 % of grade)
Term Paper 1: 1,750 words. Explain which church fathers defended the Godhead of Jesus and the doctrine of the Trinity. Explain how each of these church fathers developed the doctrine of the deity of Jesus over against the Arian heretics. Explain how they developed the doctrine of the trinity. (10 % of grade)
Term Paper 2: 1,750 words. Explain how Augustine, Gottschalk, Bradwardine, Wycliffe, and Hus were champions for the biblical doctrine of predestination (election). (10 % of grade)

Date Due	Reading from Pillars of Grace	Reading from Confessions	Quiz/Test

January 21	First Day of Class!
January 27	Preface. Chapter 1
January 28	Chapter 2: Clement of Rome
February 3	Chapter 3: Ignatius of Antioch
February 4	Chapter 4: Justin Martyr
February 10	Chapter 5: Irenaeus of Lyons
February 11	Chapter 6: Tertullian
February 17	Chapter 7: Cyprian of Carthage
February 18	Chapter 8: Athanasius							
February 24	Chapter 9: Basil of Caesarea
February 25	Chapter 10: Gregory of Nazianzus				       Test
March 2	Chapter 11: Ambrose						      Term Paper 1 Due
March 3	Chapter 12: Augustine
March 9	Chapter 13: Isidore of Seville
March 10	Chapter 14: Gottschalk of Orbais
March 16	Chapter 15: Anselm
March 17	Chapter 16: Bernard of Clairvaux
March 23	Chapter 17: Thomas Bradwardine
March 24	Chapter 18: John Wycliffe
March 30	Chapter 19: John Hus						        No Class
March 31	Chapter 20: Martin Luther					        Mid-Term Exam
April 6		Chapter 21: Ulrich Zwingli					      Term Paper 2 Due
April 7		Chapter 22: William Tyndale
April 13	Chapter 23: Heinrich Bullinger
April 14	Chapter 24: John Calvin
April 20						Book 1
April 21						Book 2
April 27						Book 3
April 28						Book 4			        Test
May 4							Book 5
May 5							Book 6
May 11						Book 7
May 12						Book 8
May 18						Book 9
May 19	Final Exam Day			Book 10		         Final Exam

