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Divine Hope Reformed Bible Seminary – Westville Correctional Facility
Resolving Everyday Conflict: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict 
(November 2022 – January, 2023)
Instructor: Ken Anema

Class Time: Wednesdays 4:00 – 5:15 p.m.
Class Dates: November 30, 2022 – January 25, 2023

Course Description
Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers." But how can we restore harmony to our relationships? In this seminar we explore the nature of conflict and offer biblical steps to heal disputes. Discover how to see the situation clearly, overcome evil with good, be reconciled to your "enemy," and more. Resolving Everyday Conflict is a practical and biblical training for making peace in everyday life. 
Goal/Objective/Purpose
This course aims to provide biblical counsel to achieve cease-fires and to promote unity and harmony. This highly interactive and intensely practical workshop consists of 8 sessions to develop skill in using 5 relational tools. 

The class consists of lectures, group discussions, and practice drills with peacemaking tools. By the end of the course the student can expect
1. To recognize where conflict comes from (chapter 1)
2. To access the power that can heal broken relationships (chapter 2)
3. To distinguish between peace-breaking, peace-faking, and peace-making (chapter 3)
4. To view conflict in light of God’s higher purposes (chapter 4)
5. To own their role in a conflict (chapter 5)
6. To tactfully help others own their role in a conflict (chapter 6)
7. To offer forgiveness and arrive at reasonable solutions (chapter 7)
8. To overcome evil with good (chapter 8)
Textbooks
· The Bible
· Sande, Ken, and Kevin Johnson. Resolving Everyday Conflict (Baker Books, 2011)

Course Requirements
1. Class participation = 50% of total grade
You will get the most out of this class if you actively participate. The class sessions are designed to be highly interactive. At times you will be asked to read a verse from the Bible; at other times you will be asked to analyze a particular situation or to apply a specific principle. In order to interact appropriately you will need to pay careful attention to the lecture and class discussion.


2. Individual Action Plans = 40% of total grade 
Each class session will require a personal response to the material presented and discussed on that day. An Individual Action Plan will consist of applying the material to your personal life through personal reflection, identifying personal attitudes of the heart, and/or by formulating specific action steps. Some of these exercises will be done in class; others will be started in class but finished on your own time outside of the classroom.
3. Class attendance = 10% of total grade
Each student must be present and on time for each class period. One excused absence is permitted, but additional absences will result in a 25% reduction in this portion of the grade. Please do not ask to leave class early or come to class late.

Schedule

	Class
	Date
	Topic
	Notes

	1
	Nov 30
	The Nature of Conflict
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 1

	2
	Dec 7
	The Hope of the Gospel
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 2

	3
	Dec 14
	Escaping, Attacking, or Peacemaking
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 3

	4
	Dec 21
	G1: Go Higher
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 4

	5
	Dec 28
	G2: Get Real
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 5

	6
	Jan 4
	G3: Gently Engage
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 6

	7
	Jan 11
	G4: Get Together
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 7

	8
	Jan 18
	Overcome Evil with Good
	Resolving Everyday Conflict chapter 8



